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TO  i  Assistant  Director,  SI 

from  s  Chief,  Physics  &  Electronics  Division,  SI 

subject:  Unidentified  Flying  Objects  ~~T~  . 


DATE:  3  July  1953 


1.  Reference  is  reads  to  your  reaorandari  of  2?  lay  1$$3,  subject 
as  abv.c,  iraacn  assigned  to  this  Division  the  responsibility  "for 
maintaining  current  knowledge  cf  reports  of  sightings  of  unidentified 


of  W^s  project versus  the  normal  responsibilities  of  this  Division, 
nor  increased  t..e  depth  or  scope  of  required  knowledge,  the  Division 
has  renewed  the  status  of  the  project,  its  present  net-hod  of  handling 
77?  P03sible . tins line ss  or  relationship_to  the  current  productive^ 
inta^gence  activities  of  the -Division,  -The  review  involved  informal 
discus. 'ions  with  ASD-pe  rso.nne  1 ,  withTMr .  He  cker  tTf  PC  I .  vdth  USAF 
perso nra-  and  vata  mercers  of  the  Scientific  Review  Board  called  tv 
CiA  last  year. -  - -  J 

.  -  ■?!  The.  review  indicated  that  a  close  follctr-uo  of  the  orojact 

incluain^a  careful  analysis  of  all  incoming, information  and*  the  corre- 
sponc_ng  liaison  with  the  sources  would  require  continuous  efforts  of 
two  ana.iys.-s,  a  file  clerk  and  a  consider  able  typing  lead. 

:vh  0f1th:  of  the  Board  that  a  close  infection - 

of  t...  a.c^ols  ca^._a_  cces  not  postulate  a  serious,  direct  threat 
to  ra-ic-a^  security,  end  that  no  information  has  been  obtained  since 
v..e  mo=ra-3  conclusion  to  necessitate  their  modifications,  it  was 
ccnciucac  mat:  , 

a.  the  project  will  be" considered  as  inactive 

b.  the  inccrang  material  will  fcs  reviewed  periodically  to 
so<r  agate  references  to  recognisable  and  explainable  phenoesna 
iron  -nose  which  co^e  under  the  definition  of  "unidentified 
flying  objects" 

i,.C*  -.fP"  n7'^ria^  on  unibentified  objects  vdll  be  deposited 
m  tne  ic*es  for  future  reference  unless  it  raises  an  immediately 
*  '-Oognii.able  prooleia  of  concern  to  national  security. 

5.  VI th  the  above  premise  it  is  planned  to  handle  the  nro1e~fc 
wit-a  a  part-tire  use  of  an  analyst  and  a  file  clerk.  T0  provide^ 
filing  cacilaties,  one  additional  filing  cabinet  will  be  requested. 


0^ 


c  cC.v  'y  (^ccc^AZit^ 
T0E03  U.  ODitWKO  / 


FROM  :  Chief,  Physics  &  Electronics  Division,  SI 
SUBJECT:  Unidentified  Flying  Objects 


1.  Reference  is  cade  to  your  memorandum  of  27  lay  1953,  subject 
3s^ above,  rraicn  assigned  to  this  Division  the  responsibility  "for 
mainUmxng  current  knowledge  of  reports  of  sightings  of  unidentified 
flying  objects." 

.  ?•  Si"ce  th~  referenced  memorandum  did  not  stipulate  the  priority 

of  *'■—3  project  versus  the  normal  responsibilities  of  this  Division, 
nor  mo leaved  the  depth  or  scope  of  required  knowledge,  the  Division 
has  re.-ewed  the  status  of  tr.e  project,  its  present  method  of  handling 
ff  ^  possible  timeliness  cr  relationship  to  the  current  productive 
xnte.i_j,geace  activities  of  the  Division.  The  review  involved  informal  - 

discus. 'ions  with  ASD  personnel,  withlMr.  HeckertT?OCIT  with  U31F 
personne.  and  r.it'n  renters  of  tha  Scientific  Review  Board  called  by 
CiA  last  year.  * 

.  ,  3*  Th*  r£Tie^  indicated  that  a  close  foUctr-uo  of  the  project 

inducing^  a  careful  analysis  of  all  incoming  information  and  tho  corre- 
spcncimg  liaison  with  the  screes  would  require  continuous  efforts  of 
u.x>  analyse,  a  file  clerk  and  a  considerable  typing  lead. 

*vl;'  of1th?  ;indinSs  of- the  Board  that  a  close  inspection 

ot  _a*cAi.,ale  marine..  cc-as  not  postulate  a  serious,  direct  threat 
h?  security,  and. that  no  information  has  been  obtained  since 

u-e  yoarc-s  conclusion  to  necessitate  their  modifications,  it  was  1 — 

COTlfl  •  r.isr*  *  . 


a.  the  project  vdli  be  considered  as  inactive 

b.  the  incoming  raterial  Trill  be  reviewed  periodically  to 
segreg.a„e  references  to  recognisable  and  ejplainabls  phenbeena 
from  wiiose  wh_ch  cone  under  the  definition  of  "unidentified 
flying  objects" 

x,c-  ©a  unidentified  ob jectsurill  be  deposited  ..... 

in  -"-3  ii,cs  for  future  reference  unless  it  raises  an  immediately, 
recognisable  proolea  of  concern  to  national  security. 

?’  v,ft!*.th*  ?-b07e  prendse  it  is  planned  to  handle  the  project 

■rath  a  pwrt-picc  use  of  an  analyst  and  a  file  clerk.  To  provide 
fiJang  lacilitdes,  one  additional  filing  cabinet  v.ill  be  requested. 


-Kr  ■  l 

,  FL-J. COUCH 


c  cCs.  y  c  c.. 
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